
Presentations by:

The Office of Student Financial Assistance – Financial Aid:

o Need-based scholarships, grants, loans and work-study

The Office of Student Accounts:

o Billing, payments, refunds, College ID, parking services and more…

Financial Aid and Student 
Accounts Information Session



Financial Aid
The Financial Aid presentation will cover:

• Financial Aid Eligibility
• Notifications
• General Information



At TCNJ financial aid eligibility is 
determined by two offices:

 The Office of Admissions determines 
eligibility for institutional merit-
based scholarships

 If the student is eligible for 
institutional merit aid, the 
student would have been notified 
of such during their initial 
admissions acceptance AND the 
amount will be included in the 
student’s estimated aid summary 

 Questions regarding merit-based 
eligibility can be directed to the 
Office of Admissions

Financial Assistance
Merit Aid



 The Office of Student Financial 
Assistance (Financial Aid) 
evaluates eligibility for Federal 
and State grants and student 
loans based on the results of the 
FAFSA

 If the student is eligible for 
aid based on the FAFSA 
results, the amount will be 
shown in the student’s 
estimated aid summary

Financial Assistance
Need-Based Aid



Estimated Aid Notices
Estimated Award Notifications 

The first run of estimated financial aid award notifications, for the 2026/2027
academic year, were sent on February 19, 2026. The notification email was sent to 
the email address on file with the TCNJ Admissions Office. Traditionally, this is 

the email address reported by the student on the Common Application.

For need-based aid only (FAFSA) - student’s whose: 
Admit status was not finalized

FAFSA data had not arrived at TCNJ 
Are missing social security numbers in our system 

Have an incomplete or rejected FAFSA 
Will not receive an estimated award. 

Below are the dates of our estimated award runs:

February 19
March 23, 2026

April 9, 2026
April 23, 2026



2026/2027 General FAFSA Information Website
Provides income thresholds for grant eligibility

Grant Eligibility

https://financialaid.tcnj.edu/general-fafsa-information/



Merit Scholarships - eligibility determined at the time of admission

Need-based aid - grants and federal student loans, based on FAFSA data

Payment Plans - available through the College, Student Accounts website

Private Loans – available through State/private lenders – TCNJ website has information

Federal Parent Loans (PLUS) – available at studentaid.gov - $20,000 year maximum 

College savings such as 529 plans – if available

Private outside scholarships – families must research on their own

Campus student employment – TCNJ HR website

Specialized Campus Employment Opportunities
Residential advisors – Housing and Residential Education
Student ambassadors/tour guides – Office of Admissions
Internships/Co-ops – Career Services Office

Potential Funding Sources



Missing Information

After a student has paid their deposit and 
matriculated at TCNJ, if our office (or any 
other office) needs any additional 
information from the student, we will email 
them at their TCNJ email address.

The Financial Aid office will not begin this 
process until after May 11th.



Aid is Awarded by Year/Semester



You can access the COA at:

https://financialaid.tcnj.edu/about
/cost-of-attendance/

Or via a search on the TCNJ
webpage called: Cost of Attendance

Please pay particular attention to
the Direct Costs and Indirect Costs
descriptions

Cost of Attendance (COA)



• We award students the aid they are eligible to receive, including federal loans,
based on the FAFSA results. We do not include student/parent private loans as
part of the initial award since those loans require a credit check.

• Students who do not want federal loans can decline them when official awards are
sent during the latter part of June/early July.

• Parents who will be applying for loans on behalf of their student, we recommend
they begin the application process in June.

• You can read more about loans/loan options on our website: 
https://financialaid.tcnj.edu/loan-processing/

• Private loans will be split by semester (1/2 Fall - 1/2 Spring) unless otherwise 
directed on the loan application. Recommendation - Apply for the entire year.

Awarding Notes



 You are required to report all private scholarships that you will receive for the
2026-2027 school year.

Online form will be available after June 8, 2026

 Once reported we will include the scholarship as part of your financial aid awards.

 TCNJ will give you a temporary credit on your TCNJ bill until the scholarship
funds are received.

 The temporary credit expires 30 days after the start of the semester if the
scholarship funds have not been received by TCNJ.

 Reporting instructions can be found at the following link: 
http://financialaid.tcnj.edu/about/scholarships/private-scholarship-awards/

 Private scholarship checks* must be sent to:

TCNJ 
Student Accounts

PO Box 7718
Ewing, NJ 08628

*Students name and ID should be listed on the check. 

Private Scholarships

http://financialaid.tcnj.edu/about/scholarships/private-scholarship-awards/


Website Search – tcnj.edu



The Office of 
Student Financial Assistance

Green Hall – Room 101

609-771-2211
osfa@tcnj.edu*

*Recommended method of contact

Academic Year Office Hours
Monday through Friday

8:30am to 4:30pm

mailto:osfa@tcnj.edu*
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