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Financial Aid
We will cover:

• Financial Aid Eligibility
• Notifications
• General Information



At TCNJ aid eligibility is determined by two offices:

 The Office of Admissions determines eligibility for institutional 
merit-based scholarships

 If the student is eligible for institutional merit aid, the student would 
have been notified of such during their initial admissions acceptance 
AND the amount is included in the student’s estimated aid summary 

 Questions regarding merit-based eligibility can be directed to the 
Office of Admissions

 The Office of Student Financial Assistance (Financial Aid) 
determines eligibility for Federal and State grants and loans based on 
the results of the FAFSA

 If the student is eligible for aid based on the FAFSA results, the 
amount is included in the student’s estimated aid summary

Aid Eligibility



Aid Eligibility - FAFSA
Federal and State Grants, Loans and Scholarships – Office of 
Student Financial Assistance

 The student must have a FAFSA on file in order for aid 
eligibility to be determined.

 It is not too late to apply – most lenders require that the 
school has a FAFSA on file for the student to apply for 
student loans



Need-based Aid Eligibility
Who qualifies for Federal/State need-based grants?

94% of need based grants - household incomes under 
$60,000
99% of need based grants - household incomes under 
$100,000



Estimated Aid Notices
On March 9th, emails were sent to the email address used 
by the STUDENT on the Common Application, with 
information on how to view estimated aid amounts

• Only COMPLETE records receive an 
aid award notice

• No action on awards (accept/decline) 
is required
• For planning/budgeting purposes 

- official offers are sent in late 
June/early July



Reasons why the STUDENT may not have 
received an estimated aid award email

• Student did not file a FAFSA – or completed one within the 
last 7-10 days

• FAFSA was rejected by the federal processor
• Recently offered Admission
• Did not provide SSN to Admissions (or on the Common App.)

• Did not list the TCNJ School Code (002642) on the FAFSA
• Student’s email filter sent it to a Spam/Junk folder
• Student has not checked their email
• The student never told their parent that they received it



Missing Information Letter

 Hard copy letters sent 
until May 1.

 After May 1,
emails to TCNJ
email address.

 The letter has 
instructions for 
viewing the 
outstanding items on-
line as well.



Aid is Awarded by Year/Semester

We do not award students 
with Parent/Private Loans 
in the initial estimate.



You can access the COA at:

https://financialaid.tcnj.edu/about/cost
-of-attendance/

Or via a search on the TCNJ webpage
called: Cost of Attendance

Please pay particular attention to Direct
Costs and Indirect Costs

Cost of Attendance (COA)



• We award students the aid they are eligible to receive, including federal loans,
based on the FAFSA results. We do not include student/parent private loans as
part of the initial award since those loans require a credit check.

• Students who do not want federal loans can decline them when official awards are
sent during the latter part of June/early July.

• Parents who will be applying for loans on behalf of their student, we recommend
they begin the application process in June.

• Loan Options:

• Parents can apply for federal parent loans (PLUS)

• Parents/Students can apply for State of New Jersey loans (NJCLASS) or
private loans.

• A list of loan options can be found on our website:
https://financialaid.tcnj.edu/

• Private loans will be split by semester (1/2 Fall - 1/2 Spring) unless otherwise 
directed on the loan application.

Awarding Philosophy



We recommend you
visit our Financial Aid
Tutorials page for
helpful information on
various topics.

https://financialaid.tcnj.ed
u/financial-aid-tutorials/

Financial Aid Tutorials



 You are required to report all private scholarships that you will receive
for the 2023-2024 school year.

Online form will be available on May 30, 2023

 Once reported we will include the scholarship as part of your financial
aid awards.

 TCNJ will give you a temporary credit on your TCNJ bill until the
scholarship funds are received.

 The temporary credit expires 30 days after the start of the
semester if the scholarship funds have not been received by TCNJ.

 Reporting instructions can be found at the following link: 
http://financialaid.tcnj.edu/about/scholarships/private-scholarship-
awards/

 Private scholarship checks* must be sent to:

TCNJ 
Student Accounts

PO Box 7718
Ewing, NJ 08628

*Students name and ID should be listed on the check. 

Private Scholarships



TCNJ Authorized Users
 Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

 Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records

 Students can create/edit/disable authorized users (available in May)



Website Search – tcnj.edu



The Office of 
Student Financial Assistance

Green Hall – Room 101

609-771-2211
osfa@tcnj.edu*

*Recommended method of contact

Academic Year Office Hours
Monday through Friday

8:30am to 4:30pm


