
“FUNDING YOUR 
GRADUATE EDUCATION” 

Dionne L. Hallback, Associate Director
Office of Student Financial Assistance  



The Financial Aid Application Process 

 File the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.gov
 TCNJ’s FAFSA school code is 002642
 The FAFSA must file the annually beginning October 1st for each academic year.
 SS# needs to be reported to Admissions

Summer 2020

 File the 2019-2020 FAFSA  and you will be required to use 2017 income information. 
 Deadline: The FAFSA must be completed June 30, 2020.
 Students complete the PAWS TCNJ Summer Application and must be registered at least half-

time (5 credits).
TCNJ Summer Application - https://financialaid.tcnj.edu/ and click Summer Programs

Fall 2020 and Spring 2021

 File the 2020-2021 FAFSA and 2018 income information is required.
 Award notifications are emailed in mid-late June 2020 to your TCNJ email address. 



Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID 
www.fsaid.ed.gov

• Students must register for a FSA ID (i.e. electronic signature) to sign the FAFSA. 

• All new federal student loan borrowers at TCNJ who accept the Federal Direct 
Stafford Loan will use their FSA ID to sign the electronic Master Promissory Note 
(MPN). 



Financial Aid Graduate Student Eligibility 

 Student status: Graduate students must be
enrolled in a matriculated degree or certificate
program.

 Enrollment: Must be enrolled at least half-time (5
or more credits) to receive Federal financial aid.

 New loan borrowers must complete Entrance Loan
Counseling and a Master Promissory Note.
 An email is sent to student’s TCNJ email

address with instructions regarding completing
these two requirements.



Financial Aid Award Notifications 
Financial Aid notifications are sent via email to student’s TCNJ email account. 

 To view an online tutorial, visit our website: 
(http://financialaid.pages.tcnj.edu/) and go to 
“Quick Links” then click PAWS Student 
Financial Services Tutorial.

 All awards are posted as accepted. 
 Students have the option to reduce or cancel 

the loan amount awarded. 
 Financial Aid awards are originally posted as 

full-time awards. 



Financial Award Notifications 

Reasons not received
• Did not file a FAFSA
• Incomplete/Rejected FAFSA
• Recently offered Admission
• Did not provide SSN to Admissions
• Did not list the TCNJ School Code (002642) on 

the FAFSA
• Filed the incorrect or missing FAFSA year!  



Verification maybe required!
Examples of documentation:

* While we are working remotely all documents need to be scanned and 
submitted via email to osfa@tcnj.edu.



Missing Information Letter

 Monitor your 
TCNJ email for 
requests to submit 
additional 
documentation

 All files must be 
completed before 
awards are posted.  



 Interest rate and processing fee: The Federal Direct Stafford Loan Program student loans
is awarded based on enrollment (full-time or part-time).

o Summer 2020: interest rate 6.08% and processing fee 4.236%

o Fall 2020 and Spring 2021: interest rate is 4.3% and origination fee 4.236% until October
1st. The processing fee may increase after 10/1/2020 if the FDSL has not disbursed to your
account due to federal sequestration.

 Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan Limits:
The annual award amounts are based on your enrollment (full-time or part-time) and the type of
program:
o Degree students – up to $20,500 for the year.
o Certificate students - up to $12,500 for the year.

 Less-Than-Half-Time Enrollment (i.e. 1 course) and/or Non-Matriculated Students
o Students who are enrolled less-than-half-time and desire a student loan may apply for a Well

Fargo or Sallie Mae student loan. Both private lenders offer credit-based student loans for
less-than-half-time enrollment.

Types of Financial Aid 

Wells Fargo Sallie Mae 

www.WellsFargo.com/student www.SallieMae.com/tcnj

(877) 437-3029 (888) 272-5543



PAYMENT ALTERNATIVES 

http://studentaccounts.tcnj.edu/
Installment Payment Plans – Cash/Check/Credit Card payments - ACH payments



TCNJ Authorized Users
 Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

 Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records

 Students can create/edit/disable authorized users



The Office of Student Financial Assistance
Green Hall – Room 101

Departmental Email: osfa@tcnj.edu
Dionne L. Hallback
Associate Director 

Academic Year Office Hours
Monday through Thursday

8:30am to 4:30pm
The Office is closed for TCNJ Energy Savings Fridays


