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TCNJ Financial Aid

Ways to Fill the Gap



Credit-Based Loans
(i.e. Alternative & Parent Loans)

Outside Scholarships
(Separate Application Process for Each)

STATE
GRANTS

2016/2017

FAFSA

FEDERAL
GRANTS & 

LOANS

Filling The Gap Starts Here!



What is “The EFC ”?
• The Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

is determined by a federal formula using
the information you supplied on the
FAFSA and is used to calculate need

• Basis of financial aid package

• EFC & Financial Need are guidelines used
by schools to determine an aid package

• Families who cannot meet their EFC
should visit the aid office to discuss
potential options



Student Aid 
Report 
(SAR)
A student can add
schools on the Web
or on a paper SAR.
Students can also
update these items
over the phone by
calling 1-800-4-FED-
AID and providing
their DRN.

TCNJ’s school 
code is 002642

SS# needs to be reported to Admissions



State of NJ Grant (s)
Student Eligibility Notice (SEN)

The College of New Jersey
Tuition Aid Grant $2192.00

(TCNJ’s code is 2519)

MAILED TO STUDENTS IN MAY BY THE STATE – 800-792-8670 
WWW.HESAA.ORG



On or around June 30th e-mails will be sent to 
the TCNJ e-mail accounts with instructions 

to view official aid packages in PAWS

If this e-mail is not received…
• Did not file a FAFSA
• Incomplete FAFSA
• Outstanding Financial Aid Documents
• Did not provide SSN to Admissions
• Did not list the TCNJ School Code (002642) on 

the FAFSA

Students should check their TCNJ e-mail often!
*New awards and updates continue on a weekly 

basis throughout the school year.



Verification maybe required!
Requests for additional documents are sent via
e-mail to the student’s PAWS account.

Examples of documentation:



View outstanding documents on your “To Do List”
Which May Include Financial Aid Verification Documents



The IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) allows students and
parents to access the IRS tax return information needed to
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA), and transfer the data directly into their FAFSA from
the IRS Web site.

If you are eligible to use the IRS DRT, we highly recommend
using the tool for several reasons:

 It’s the easiest way to provide your tax data.
 It’s the best way of ensuring that your FAFSA has 

accurate tax information.
 You will not need to provide a copy of the 

student/parent tax return transcript to TCNJ.

IRS Data Retrieval Tool



 To obtain an IRS tax return transcript:
Online: go to www.IRS.gov and click on the “Order a
Return or Account Transcript” link
Phone: 1-800-908-9946
Mail-filers: may order by mail using IRS form 4506T
(request for Transcript of Tax Returns)

 You will need your Social Security Number, date of birth,
and the address on file with the IRS (normally this will be
the address used when the 2015 IRS tax return was filed).

 It takes up to two weeks for IRS income information to be
available for electronic IRS tax return filers, and up to
eight weeks for paper IRS tax return filers.

 The IRS does not charge a fee for transcripts

Only if Required
IRS Tax Return Transcript



Viewing Estimated Awards in PAWS

Instructions to view awards will be sent via e-mail
on or around June 30th



 You are required by the federal government to report all private
scholarships that you will receive for the 2016-2017 school year.

Priority Deadline: Report as soon as possible
http://financialaid.tcnj.edu/about/scholarships/private-scholarship-

awards/

 TCNJ will give you a temporary credit on your TCNJ bill until the
scholarship funds arrive.

 Once reported allow 5 to 7 business days for scholarship to
appear on your PAWS account

 Actual scholarship funds must be received one month after
classes start!

 Private Scholarships must be sent to:

TCNJ 
Student Accounts

PO Box 7718
Ewing, NJ 08628

*Students name and ID should be listed on the check. 

Private Scholarships



 The GAP is the difference between your TCNJ bill (direct 
costs) and your estimated financial aid. 

 Example: (in-state, on-campus student, current year)

 The Gap is the additional funding you will need to pay the bill 
(2016/2017 rates will be announced in mid-July)

What is “The Gap”?

Fall 15 Spring 16 Total

Tuition & Fees $   7,734.00 $   7,734.00 $ 15,468.00

Room & Board $   6,300.00 $   6,300.00 $ 12,600.00

Est. Books (not billed) $      600.00 $      600.00 $   1,200.00

Total   $ 14,634.00 $ 14,634.00 $ 29,268.00

Estimated Fin Aid $  ‐4,250.00 $  ‐4,250.00 $  ‐8,500.00

The GAP $  10,384.00 $  10,38400 $ 20,768.00



Financial Aid
 Federal Parent PLUS Loan
 Private/Alternative Loans (ELM Select) 

*Comparison Tool on our Website

Student Accounts
 Installment Payment Plan
 Cash
 Checks
 ACH payments
 Credit Card

Filling the GAP Alternatives



TCNJ Authorized Users
 Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

 Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records

 Students can create/edit/disable authorized users



The Office of Student Financial Assistance
Green Hall – Room 101

609-771-2211
osfa@tcnj.edu

Academic Year Office Hours
Monday through Friday

8:30am to 4:30pm
Closed Fridays during Summer


